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Facts  on  Alberta  Families 


Introduction 


The  Premier's  Council  in  Support  of  Alberta  Families  was  established  in  1990  to  advise  the 
government  on  how  its  policies,  programs,  and  services  may  have  an  impact  on  family  life  in 
Alberta.  One  of  the  roles  of  the  Council  is  to  help  create  awareness  of  issues  that  affect  families, 
and  to  stimulate  discussion  on  topics  of  concern  to  families. 

This  brief  overview  is  intended  to  provide  updated  facts  about  Alberta  families.  Since  1944  has 
been  declared  the  International  Year  of  the  Family,  by  the  United  Nations,  more  national  and 
international  data  has  been  included.  More  detailed  information  on  these  topics  is  available  in 
the  reports  identified  in  the  "Suggestions  for  Further  Reading". 
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Comparing  the  Quality  of  Life 
in  Canada  and  Other  Countries 


Quality  Indicators  Canada  Industrialized  Developing  Worid 


1.  How  long  can  a 
child  bom  today 
expect  to  live? 

77  years 

74.5  years 

62.8  years 

64.7  years 

2.  What  percent  of 
children  die  before 
age  5? 

Less  than  2% 

Less  than  2% 

11% 

10% 

3.  How  much  is 

$18,635 

$15,043 

$2,296 

$4,622 

produced  in  the 
country  per 
person? 

(Real  GDP  per 
person) 

4.  How  many  1.7  children  1.9  children  3.9  children  3.5  children 

children  is  each 

woman  likely  to 
have  in  her 
lifetime? 

(Fertility  rate) 

5.  How  many  years 
of  schooling  have 
people  25  and 
over  achieved? 


• Men 

12.3  years 

10.3  years 

4.6  years 

5.8  years 

• Women 

11.9  years 

9.6  years 

2.7  years 

5.0  years 

• TOTAL 

12.1  years 

10.0  years 

3.7  years 

5.0  years 

What  percent  of 
people  live  in 
urban  areas? 

77% 

73% 

37% 

45% 

How  many  people 
are  there  per  1,000 
hectares  of  land? 
(roughly  4 square 
miles.) 

29 

225 

541 

409 
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8.  How  much  energy 
is  consumed  per 
person? 

(Kg.  of  oil 
equivalent) 

9.  What  proportion 
of  national  income 
is  collected  in 
taxes? 


10.  How  does  the 
number  of 
children  and 
seniors  compare  to 
the  number  of 
working  age 
adults? 

(dependency  ratio) 

11.  How  many 
members  of  the 
armed  forces  does 
the  country  have 
for  every 
physician? 


to 


urce: 


United  Nations  Development  Program  , Human  Development  Report,  1992,  New  York  Oxford  University  Press. 


How  does  Canada  compare  overall? 

The  United  Nations,  in  its  1992  Human  Development  Report,  declared  that  Canada  had 
the  highest  quality  of  life  in  the  world,  based  on  some  of  the  indicators  shown  above. 
Canadians  can  expect  to  live  longer,  have  a higher  average  income,  have  more 
opportunities  for  education  and  advanced  education,  and  live  in  a less  crowded  country 
than  most  other  countries  in  the  world. 
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A Comparison  of  Men  and  Women  in  Canada  And  in  Other  Countries 


Question 


Canada 


industrialized 

Countries 


Developing  I World 
Countries 


1 . How  long  is  a 
woman’s  expected 
lifespan  compared 
to  a man’s? 


Women  are  expected  to  live 
longer  on  average  than  men 
in  all  of  these  sections  of  the 
world. 


109% 


110% 


104% 


106% 


! 2. 

How  well  educated 

Women  in  Canada  25  years 

97%  | 

96% 

j 54% 

2 

§ 

63% 

are  women  as 

old  and  over  have  nearly  the 

j 

2 

i 

compared  to  men? 

same  number  of  years  of 

| 

2 

2 

schooling  as  men(96%),  but 

z 

2 

| 

s 

in  the  developing  countries 

5 

j 

1 

2 

women  average  just  over  half 

I 

| 

as  much  education  as  men 

I 

1 

2 

(54%) 

j : 

j 

1 

j 3. 

How  many  women 

In  Canada,  women’s  rate  of 

<o 

04 

*3 

99% 

| 53% 

\ 

65% 

are  continuing  their 

continuing  their  education 

j : 

! 

1 

education  beyond 

beyond  high  school  is  93%  of  i 
the  men’s  rate,  but  in  the 

1 

i 

high  school? 

• 

l 

developing  countries  far  fewer  j 

j 

\ 

women  than  men  are 

1 

i 

continuing  (53%) 

\ m 

i 

[ 4. 

How  does  the  rate 

In  Canada,  the  rate  of 

793 

t | 

78% 

j 52% 

i 

58%  j 

of  women’s 

women’s  involvement  in  the 

i 

i 

involvement  in  the 

labour  force  is  79%  of  men’s, 

I 

i 

labour  force 

slightly  higher  than  the 

i 

l 

: 

compare  with 

average  of  the  industrialized 

i 

\ 

; 

i 

men’s? 

countries. 

1 

| 

j 5. 

How  does  the 

In  Canada,  there  are  about 

15% 

13% 

j 14% 

; 

14% 

number  of  women 

15  women  to  every  100  men, 

| j 

j 

in  the  parliament  or 

and  the  average  is  not  very 

! 

: j 

| 

legislature  compare 

different  around  the  world. 

j 

2 

1 

: 

to  the  number  of 

| 

\ 

men? 

j 

1 
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Then  and  Now 


The  lives  of  the  pioneers  bom  in  1700  were 
very  short,  averaging  30  to  35  years. 
Albertans  bom  today  have  a life  expectancy 
of  over  73  years  for  men  and  over  80  years 
for  women. 

A Canadian  bom  in  1951  has  a better  chance 
of  living  to  his  or  her  65th  birthday,  than  a 
person  bom  at  the  turn  of  the  century  had  of 
surviving  until  his  or  her  first  birthday. 


Only  half  of  the  female  children  born  in  the 

late  18th  and  the  early  19th  centuries  lived  through  child  bearing  age  and  had  children.  Over  80% 
of  women  bom  in  1951  have  had  at  least  one  child. 

On  average,  women  at  the  turn  of  the  century,  married  at  age  22,  and  if  they  lived  to  age  50,  bore 
about  10  children.  Today's  age  at  marriage  is  considerably  older,  and  those  who  have  children, 
are  choosing  to  have  fewer  children. 

On  average,  at  the  turn  of  the  century,  one  of  the  parents  died  before  the  children  matured. 

Remarried  families  were  common  in  the  eighteenth  century  because  many  parents  died  at  a young 
age  and  many  widowers  remarried,  particularly  those  who  were  younger.  Today's  remarried 
families  are  more  often  the  result  of  remarriage  after  divorce  rather  than  widowhood. 

In  earlier  centuries,  people  who  lived  past  age  65  were  the  exception.  Today,  more  children  have 
living  grandparents  and  greatgrandparents  than  ever  before. 

Because  of  our  increased  life  span,  and  the  reduced  number  of  years  spent  in  pregnancy  and  early 
infant  care,  both  men  and  women  now  have  about  40  years  to  become  involved  in  public  life, 
including  employment.  In  the  past,  men  could  expect  only  23  years  of  working  life,  and  women 
could  expect  to  spend  much  of  their  adult  lives  in  pregnancy  and  early  infant  care,  with  limited 
time  available  for  public  life. 

In  1901,  only  about  15%  of  the  women  over  15  were  in  the  labour  force,  employed,  self-employed 
or  looking  for  employment  outside  the  home.  Typically,  women  ceased  employment  outside  the 
home  after  marriage.  Today,  the  majority  of  women  are  employed  outside  the  home,  whether  or 
not  they  are  married,  and  whether  or  not  they  have  children  living  at  home. 
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Trends  in  Family  Life  in  Alberta 


Family  Ties  The  majority  of  young  Albertans  plan  to  marry  and  raise  children. 

Over  92%  of  15  to  17  year  olds  expect  to  marry,  and  80%  intend  to 
have  children. 


The  majority  of  Albertans  live  in  families  most  of  their  lives. 
Over  84%  of  Albertans  live  in  families. 

Family  life  is  a source  of  satisfaction  for  most  Albertans.  Over 
90%  report  that  they  are  satisfied  with  their  immediate  family,  and 
over  91%  of  parents  indicate  that  they  are  satisfied  or  very  satisfied 
with  their  children. 

The  vast  majority  of  Albertans,  over  80%  of  both  men  and  women, 
state  that  their  family  is  more  important  to  them  than  their  jobs. 
Only  1%  of  men  and  3%  of  women  feel  that  their  jobs  are  more 
important  than  their  family,  and  the  rest  value  both  equally. 

Marriage  The  majority  of  Albertans  will  marry.  By  the  time  they  had 

reached  their  senior  years,  only  5%  of  women  and  7%  of  men  in 
Alberta  had  never  married  (1991). 

In  the  40  to  44  year  old  age  range,  the  majority  of  men  and 
women  are  married  and  are  in  their  first  marriage.  Only  10%  of 
men  and  7%  women  in  this  age  range  have  never  married  (1991). 

Albertans  are  marrying  later.  The  average  age  at  first  marriage  in 
Alberta  is  27  years  for  men  and  25  years  for  women  (1991).  In  1975, 
the  average  for  both  brides  and  grooms  was  5 years  younger. 

More  marriages  include  a partner  who  is  entering  a second  or 
third  marriage.  In  1992,  in  34%  of  the  marriages,  one  or  both 
spouses  had  been  previously  divorces  or  widowed.  This  is  up  from 
27%  of  marriages  in  1975.  However,  the  majority  of  marriages  in 
1992  (66%)  were  of  two  people  entering  their  first  marriage. 

Over  82%  of  Albertans  who  are  currently  legally  married  are  in 
their  first  marriage(1990). 

The  majority  of  Canadian  marriages  do  last  a lifetime. 
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Common-Law 


Divorce 


Parenthood 


Nearly  16%  of  young  women  between  20  and  24  are  living  in 
common-law  relationships.  Only  26%  of  women  in  this  age 
range  are  married.  About  10%  of  young  men,  20  to  24  years  old 
are  living  common-law. 

Of  the  119,900  people  who  were  living  common-law  in  Alberta  in 
1991,  63%  had  never  been  married,  20%  were  divorced,  6.5% 
were  legally  married  but  separated,  and  2.5%  were  widowed. 

Common-law  relationships  are  least  frequent  among  seniors. 
About  1%  of  senior  men  and  women  are  involved  in  a common- 
law  relationship. 

Over  45%  of  Albertans  who  were  involved  in  a common-law 
relationship  are  now  married  to  their  former  common-law 
partner. 

Alberta  has  the  highest  divorce  rate  in  Canada,  as  a proportion 
of  married  persons  and  as  a proportion  of  the  population.  On 
an  annual  basis,  about  1.4  percent  of  all  married  couples  in 
Alberta  get  divorced.  Alberta's  divorce  rate  had  been  falling 
since  1986,  but  rose  slightly  in  1990.  About  8,480  Alberta  couples 
divorced  in  1990,  after  an  average  of  10.7  years  of  marriage. 

Separation  for  over  a year  is  the  most  frequent  reason  cited  for 
divorce  in  both  Alberta  and  Canada,  but  Albertans  allege  mental 
and  physical  cruelty  more  often  than  the  national  average. 

Nearly  half  of  all  divorces  in  1990  involved  no  dependent 
children.  However,  divorces  in  Alberta,  in  1990,  directly 
involved  over  8,000  dependent  children  who  were  living  at  home, 
or  about  1%  of  Alberta's  children. 

The  majority  Albertans  do  have  and  raise  children.  Over  97% 
of  Albertans,  45  and  over,  have  had  one  or  more  children  by 
birth.  Nearly  6%  of  Albertans  over  18  have  raised  one  or  more 
step-children,  and  about  5%  have  raised  one  or  more  adopted 
children  (1990). 

In  1992,  there  were  41,667  births  in  Alberta,  to  Alberta  residents. 

Of  the  667,985  census  families  in  Alberta  (1991)  52.8%  have  at 
least  one  never  married  child  under  18  living  at  home.  Most 
families  raising  children  under  18  are  two  parent  families  (83%), 
either  married  (77%)  or  common-law  (6%). 
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Unmarried 

Parents 


Family  Size 


About  17%  of  families  raising  children  are  lone  parent  families. 
Eighty-four  percent  of  lone  parents  are  women. 

There  are  167,634  families  with  preschool  children  under  6 years 
old  in  Alberta  (1991),  and  a total  of  249,710  preschool  children. 

Of  those  families  with  children  6 years  of  age  and  under,  13%  use 
government  regulated  daycare  or  family  day  home  services,  45% 
have  some  form  of  informal  childcare  arrangement  and  42%  have 
one  parent  at  home  providing  care  for  one  or  more  preschool  age 
children. 


The  number  of  births  to  teenage  mothers  (mothers  under  18) 
remained  about  the  same  from  1975  until  recently.  However,  in 
1992,  the  number  of  births  to  teenagers  increased  somewhat  to 
1,196  births.  Nearly  1%  of  Alberta's  15  year  olds,  2%  of  16  year 
olds  and  4%  of  17  year  olds  gave  birth  in  1991.  In  addition,  the 
percentage  of  pregnant  teenagers  who  are  unmarried  at  the  time 
of  their  child's  birth,  increased  from  under  40%  in  1975  to  over 
95%  in  1992. 

Births  to  parents  who  are  not  currently  married  accounted  for 
26%  of  all  live  births  in  1992.  The  rate  of  births  to  unmarried 
parents  has  more  than  doubled  in  all  age  groups  since  1975, 
including  the  over  30  age  group.  However,  parents  living 
common-law  are  included  as  unmarried  in  these  data.  About 
51%  of  births  to  unmarried  parents  were  to  women  18  to  24  years 
old,  and  38%  to  women  25  and  over.  About  11%  of  the  births  to 
unmarried  parents  are  to  teen  mothers  under  18  years  old  (1992). 

Alberta  families  are  getting  smaller.  The  average  number  of 
persons  per  family  dropped  from  3.7  in  1971,  to  3.1  in  1991.  The 
average  number  of  children  living  at  home  dropped  from  1.8  in 
1971,  to  1.3,  according  to  the  1991  census.  This  data  includes 
children  of  any  age,  even  adults,  if  they  have  never  married  and 
are  living  at  home. 
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Rural  and 
Farm  Families 


Labour 

Force 


More  older  children  are  living  with  their  parents.  There  has 
been  a recent  reversal  in  the  long-term  trend  of  young  adults 
leaving  home  at  younger  and  younger  ages.  There  are  now  more 
young  adults  staying  at  home.  In  1991,  about  125,940  Alberta 
families,  (19%  of  families),  had  young  adults,  18  and  over,  living 
in  their  parents'  homes.  About  59%  of  young  men  and  55%  of 
young  women  between  20  and  24,  who  were  not  married,  were 
living  with  one  or  both  of  their  parents. 

In  1991,  there  were  57,245  farms  in  Alberta,  a 9%  decrease  sine 
1971.  However,  the  area  of  farms  increased  by  4%,  and  the  area 
of  land  in  crops  increased  by  27%. 

About  40%  of  both  male  and  female  farm  operators  worked  for 
pay  off  the  farm.  The  average  age  of  farm  operators  has 
increased  from  47  years  old  to  57  years  old  in  the  last  10  years, 
suggested  that  fewer  young  people  are  becoming  farmers. 

In  1991,  there  were  45,235  census  farm  families.  Rural  farm 
families  make  up  6.7%  of  all  families  in  Alberta. 

Farm  families  are  more  likely  than  non-farm  families  to  have  both 
parents  present  (96%)  and  to  have  children  living  at  home  (63%). 
However,  nearly  22%  of  the  children  living  at  home  are  young 
adults  18  and  over. 

There  are  more  single  people  on  farms,  but  fewer  people  who  are 
divorced  , separated  or  single  parents,  than  in  Alberta  as  a whole. 
The  size  of  the  average  farm  family  is  larger  than  the  average 
family  size  in  the  province  as  a whole. 

Alberta  has  the  highest  labour  force  participation  rate  in 
Canada.  It  also  has  the  highest  labour  force  participation  rate  for 
women  in  Canada.  Alberta  has  the  second  lowest  unemployment 
rate  in  Canada  (1991). 

From  1921  to  1991,  female  participation  in  the  labour  force 
increased  from  13  to  64  percent,  while  male  participation  actually 
declined  from  90  to  81  percent. 
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Time  Stress 


Family  Income 


The  majority  of  women  working  in  the  Alberta  labour  force  are 
married.  The  388,000  married  women  in  the  labour  force  in  1991 
represented  64  percent  of  all  women  in  the  labour  force  in 
Alberta. 

In  1991,  47%  of  all  mothers  with  children  under  16  years  of  age, 
living  at  home,  were  working  full  time  at  employment  or  self- 
employment  20%  were  working  part  time  and  7%  were 
unemployed,  giving  a total  of  73%  of  mothers  in  the  labour 
force,  according  to  the  Statistics  Canada  definition. 

In  families  with  preschool  children  (under  6 years  old),  42%  of 
mothers  were  employed  full  time  and  a total  of  63%  of  mothers 
of  preschoolers  were  in  the  labour  force  (1991).  In  37%  if  these 
families,  the  mother  was  not  in  the  labour  force. 

About  33%  of  Canadian  men  15  and  over,  and  32%  of  women, 
say  that  they  worry  that  they  don't  spend  enough  time  with 
family  and  friends  (1992). 

Time  stress  is  highest  for  those  in  the  prime  childbearing  and 
childrearing  years  between  ages  25  to  44. 

The  time  demands  ease  after  age  55,  which  may  reflect  an  easing 
of  work  and  family  demands,  or  changing  values  as  people 
mature.  Less  than  14%  of  retired  people  report  being  time 
stressed. 

Women  working  full  time  as  part  of  a dual  earner  couple  with 
children  under  10  are  the  most  time  stressed,  followed  by 
mothers  on  maternity  leave,  caring  for  a young  infant. 

Far  fewer  men  than  women,  even  among  those  who  are 
employed  full-time,  are  severely  time  stressed,  regardless  of  the 
age  of  their  children. 

In  1990,  the  average  family  income  in  Alberta  was  the  second 
highest  in  Canada,  at  $49,734.  Family  income  in  1971  was 
$37,291  (in  1990  dollars). 

Albertans  have  the  third  highest  wages  in  Canada,  and  fourth 
highest  per  capita  income  in  1990. 
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Population 

In  1990,  about  12.5%  of  families  and  29.5%  of  unattached 
individuals  had  low  incomes,  when  compared  to  the  Statistics 
Canada  low  income  measure,  which  means  that  their  family 
incomes  were  less  than  half  the  median  income  of  other 
comparable  families. 

The  median  family  income  of  all  husband-wife  families  is 
48,700,  and  the  median  family  income  of  husband-wife  families 
with  one  child  is  $52,1000,  based  on  data  extracted  from  1990 
income  tax  files. 

The  median  family  income  of  all  lone  parent  families  is  $19,600 
and  the  median  family  income  of  lone  parent  families  with  one 
child  $21,100.  The  median  income  of  unattached  individuals  is 
$16,800.  (The  median  family  income  is  the  income  level  at  which 
half  of  the  families  have  incomes  above  the  amount  and  half  of 
the  families  have  incomes  below.) 

In  1991,  24%  of  Albertans  were  under  15  years  of  age,  9%,  were 
seniors,  65  years  old  and  over,  and  67%  were  15  to  64  years  of 
age. 

Alberta  has  one  of  the  youngest  median  ages  in  Canada  (31.3 
years).  Only  Newfoundland,  the  Yukon  and  the  Northwest 
Territories  have  younger  populations. 

Alberta's  population  is  aging.  The  median  age  of  Albertans  has 
increased  from  29.2  in  1986  to  31.3  in  1991.  The  proportion  of 
seniors,  65-plus,  is  predicted  to  increase  from  the  current  9%  to 
14%  in  2016.  The  proportion  of  children  under  15  is  predicted  to 
drop  from  the  current  24%  to  17%  in  2016. 

By  2016,  life  expectancy  in  Alberta  is  anticipated  to  increase  to 
78.5  years  for  males  and  83.7  for  females. 
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Alberta  Families  Summary  Information 


1971  1986  1990 


POPULATION: 

1,627,875 

2365325 

2,471,600 

STATUS: 

Child  (under  15  years  of  age) 

514,505 

32% 

561350 

24% 

584,600 

24% 

Single 

293,310 

18% 

483,650 

20% 

471,750 

19% 

Married  or  Living  as  Married 

712,785 

44% 

1,113,660 

47% 

1326350 

50% 

Separated 

24,705 

2% 

42,280 

2% 

75,480 

2% 

Widowed 

61,285 

4% 

88,255 

4% 

37,740 

. 3% 

Divorced 

21,285 

1% 

76,630 

3% 

75,480 

3% 

FAMILIES  IN  PRIVATE  HOUSEHOLDS: 

380,225 

622,700 

656,000 

POPULATION  IN  FAMILIES: 

1,418,875 

87% 

1,980,186 

83% 

2,033,600 

81% 

AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS 

PER  FAMILY: 

3.73 

3.18 

3.1 

FAMILIES: 

with  children  (under  16)  living  at  home 

n/a 

309,000 

49.6% 

312,000 

48% 

without  children  (under  16)  living  at  home 

n/a 

314,000 

50.4% 

344,000 

52% 

FAMILIES  WITH  CHILDREN  (<16): 

n/a 

309,000 

312,000 

Husband /Wife  Families 

n/a 

265,000 

86% 

268,000 

86% 

Single  Parent  Families 

n/a 

44,000 

14% 

44,000 

14% 

LABOUR  FORCE  PARTICIPATION: 

Females 

243,515 

44% 

558305 

62% 

589,000 

64% 

% of  Single 

67,225 

55% 

144,115 

71% 

154,000 

73% 

% of  Married 

156,780 

43% 

368,110 

64% 

376,000 

65% 

% of  Divorced  and  Widowed 

19310 

32% 

46,075 

40% 

60300 

45% 

Males 

455,075 

81% 

742310 

82% 

735300 

81% 

% of  Single 

120,455 

70% 

215,490 

77% 

217300 

78% 

% of  Married 

321,825 

87% 

495,755 

86% 

480300 

83% 

% of  Divorced  and  Widowed 

12,795 

58% 

31350 

65% 

38300 

70% 

FAMILY  INCOME: 

$10,107 

$42,428 

$49,734 

1990  Dollars 

37,291 

49,938 

49,734 

1990  Dollars  per  Person  in  Family 

9,998 

15,704 

16,043 
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Suggestions  for  Further  Reading 

The  following  are  selected  publications  with  information  on  Alberta  families. 


Age,  Sex,  and  Marital  Status.  Statistics  Canada,  Ottawa:  Supply  and  Services  Canada,  1992.  1991 
Census  of  Canada.  Catalogue  number  91-310.  Includes  data  on  the  age,  sex,  and  marital  status  of 
Albertans  and  other  Canadians. 

Alberta  Families  Today.  Premier's  Council  in  Support  of  Alberta  Families,  1992.  Provides  a profile  of 
Alberta  families,  and  identifies  demographic  trends  likely  to  affect  Alberta  families.  The 
information  in  Facts  on  Families  is  extracted  from  Alberta  Families  Today,  but  has  been  updated 
wherever  possible. 


A Profile  of  Alberta  Farm  Families.  Home  Economics  Branch,  Alberta  Agriculture,  1994.  A 

comparison  of  urban,  rural,  non  farm,  and  rural  farm  families  in  Alberta,  based  on  1991  Census 
data. 


Canada  Year  Book,  1994.  Ottawa:  Minister  Responsible  for  Statistics  Canada.,  1993.  Provides  a very 
readable  overview  of  Canadian  and  some  Alberta  data  on  a wide  range  of  topics. 


Families  in  Canada.  Statistics  Canada,  Ottawa:  Minister  of  Supply  and  Services,  1990.  Examines  the 
diversity  of  family  forms  and  patterns  plus  regional  and  cultural  differences  in  marriage,  divorce 
and  cohabitation. 


New  Trends  in  the  Family.  Demographic  Facts  and  Figures,  by  Bali  Ram.  Ottawa:  Minister  of  Supply 
and  Services,  1990.  Provides  information  on  Canadian  and  Alberta  trends  in  two  income  families, 
divorce,  remarriage,  childless  couples,  and  persons  living  outside  the  family  in  independent 
households. 


Families:  Number,  Type  and  Structure.  Statistics  Canada,  Ottawa:  Supply  and  Services  Canada  1992. 
1991  Census  of  Canada.  Catalogue  Number  93-312.  Includes  data  on  husband-wife,  lone  parent, 
and  common-law  families,  and  on  family  size.  New  York:  Human  Development  Report  1992. 
United  Nations  Development  Programme,  1992.  The  report  provides  an  overview  of  the  global 
distribution  of  opportunities,  income,  freedom,  and  deprivation. 


Husband-Wife  Family  Data,  Alberta  1990.  Special  tabulations  from  Statistics  Canada,  Small  Area  and 
Administrative  Services  Division,  Ottawa:  Supply  & Services  Canada,  1992.  Contains  data  on  the 
number  of  children,  income  sources  and  receipt  of  unemployment  insurance  benefits. 
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Lone  Parent  Families  and  Non-family  Persons,  Alberta  1990.  Special  tabulations  from  Statistics 

Canada,  Small  Area  and  Administrative  Data  Division,  Ottawa:  Supply  and  Services  Canada,  1992. 
Contains  data  on  the  number  of  children,  income  sources,  and  receipt  of  unemployment  insurance 
benefits  by  lone  parent  families  and  about  persons  not  sharing  a household  with  family  members. 


Meeting  the  Need.. A Fairer  Better  System  for  Albertans,  A White  Paper  on  Reform  to  Alberta  's  Day 
Care  Program.  Alberta  Family  and  Social  Services,  March  1990.  Contains  information  on  day  care 
in  Alberta. 


New  Trends  in  the  Family.  Demographic  Facts  and  Figures,  by  Bali  Ram.  Ottawa:  Minister  of  Supply 
and  Services,  1990.  Provides  information  on  Canadian  and  Alberta  trends  in  two  income  families 
divorce,  remarriage,  childless  couples,  and  persons  living  outside  the  family  in  independent 
households. 


Population  Projections  Alberta,  1987-2016.  Alberta  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Alberta  Treasury,  1988. 
Provides  projections  of  Alberta's  population  change  and  growth  through  fertility  and  migration. 


Report  on  the  Demographic  Situation  in  Canada,  1991.  Current  Demographic  Analyses,  by  Jean 
Dumas.  Ottawa:  Minister  of  Supplies  and  Services,  1991.  Provides  information  for  Canada  and 
Alberta  on  population  growth,  marriage,  divorce,  fertility,  mortality,  and  migration. 


Social  Consequences  of  Demographic  Change,  by  Y.  Lavoie  and  J.  Oderkirk.  Canadian  Social  Trends, 
Winter  1993.  Statistics  Canada,  Catalogue  91-209E.  Provides  a comparison  of  life  today  with  life  in 
the  17  and  18th  centuries  in  Canada. 


Vital  Statistics  Annual  Report,  1992.  Alberta  Health,  July  1993.  Contains  data  on  births,  marriages 
and  deaths  in  Alberta. 


Women's  Database  1990.  Labour  Market  Information  and  Research  Branch,  Alberta  Career 
Development  and  Employment  1991.  Includes  data  tables  on  labour  force  participation, 
employment,  earnings,  and  education  by  age  and  family  status  for  Alberta  men  and  women. 
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Definitions 

The  data  in  this  document  reflects  the  definitions  of  Statistics  Canada  and  are  not  necessarily  the  definitions  of 
the  Premier's  Council. 


Common-Law 

Union 

Union  consisting  of  a male  and  a female  living  as  husband  and  wife,  without 
being  legally  married. 

Economic 

Family 

Refers  to  two  or  more  persons  who  live  in  the  same  dwelling  and  are  related 
to  each  other  by  blood,  marriage,  or  adoption.  Persons  living  common-law  are 
considered,  for  statistical  purposes,  to  be  now  married,  regardless  of  their  legal 
status.  Married  children  living  with  a parent  or  parents  could  be  included  in 
the  economic  family.  A person  living  alone  or  who  is  related  to  no  one  else  in 
the  dwelling  where  he/she  lives  is  classified  as  an  "unattached  individual". 

Employed 

Includes  all  individuals  who,  during  the  reference  week 

(a)  did  any  work  at  all  (i.e.,  work  includes  any  work  for  pay  or  profit  in 
the  context  of  an  employer-employee  relationship,  unpaid  family  work, 
and  self-employment);  and 

(b)  had  a job  but  did  not  work  due  to  illness,  personal  or  family 
responsibilities,  vacation,  bad  weather,  labour  disputes  or  other 
reasons. 

Individuals  on  layoff  and  those  with  a job  which  has  a definite  starting  date 

are  not  considered  as  employed. 

Family 

Refers  to  a husband  and  wife  who  are  married  or  living  as  married  (with  or 
without  children  of  any  age  who  have  never  been  married)  and  single  parents 
with  one  or  more  children  of  any  age. 

Family 

Income 

The  total  of  income  from  all  sources  received  by  members  of  the  economic 
family.  This  consists  of  money  income  from  wages  and  salaries,  net  income 
from  self-employment,  investment  income,  government  transfer  payments, 
pensions  and  miscellaneous  income. 

Farm 

Refers  to  any  particular  holding  with  sales  of  products  of  $250  or  more  during 
the  previous  12  month  period. 

Full-year, 

Full-time 

Worker 

A person  who  worked  mostly  30  hours  or  more  per  week  or  who  usually 
worked  less  than  30  hours,  but  considered  him/herself  to  be  employed  full- 
time for  49  to  52  weeks  in  the  reference  year. 

Household 

Refers  to  a person  or  group  of  persons  who  occupy  the  same  dwelling  and  do 
not  have  a usual  place  of  residence  elsewhere  in  Canada. 
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Labour  Force 

Includes  all  individuals  in  the  civilian,  non-institutional  population  15  years  of 
age  and  over  who,  during  the  reference  week  in  which  data  were  collected, 
were  employed  or  unemployed. 

Lone  Parent 
Family 

A lone  parent  family  is  defined  as  a parent  with  his  or  her  dependent  children, 
either  living  in  their  own  household,  or  sharing  a household  with  others  such 
as  a grandparent.  Persons  living  in  a common-law  relationship  are  not 
considered  to  be  lone  parents,  even  if  their  children  from  a previous 
relationship  are  living  with  them. 

Low 

Income 

Measure 

There  is  no  objective  scientific  basis  for  determining  a 'poverty  line’.  Statistics 
Canada,  after  a long  review  of  low-income  cut-offs,  has  introduced  a new  Low 
Income  Measure.  The  Low  Income  Measure  is  one  half  of  the  adjusted  median 
family  income,  where  adjusted  indicates  a consideration  of  family  size.  The 
"needs"  of  one  adult  on  1990  are  determined  as  $11,838.  Each  additional  adult 
is  assumed  to  increase  the  family's  "needs"  by  40%  of  the  "needs"  of  the  first 
adult,  and  each  child's  "needs"  are  assumed  to  be  30%  of  that  of  one  adult, 
except  in  single  parent  families,  where  the  first  child  is  counted  as  the 
equivalent  of  another  adult.  A child  is  defined  as  less  than  16  years  of  age. 

Not  in  the 
Labour  Force 

Includes  all  individuals  in  the  civilian,  non-institutional  population  15  years  of 
age  or  over  who  during  the  reference  week  were  neither  employed  nor 
unemployed. 

Participation 

Rate 

The  number  of  individuals  in  the  labour  force,  whether  employed  or 
unemployed,  as  a percentage  of  the  working  age  population.  The  participation 
rate  for  a particular  group  (age,  sex,  marital  status,  etc.)  is  the  number  of 
individuals  in  that  group  who  are  in  the  labour  force,  expressed  as  a 
percentage  of  the  total  working  age  population  for  that  group. 

Unemployed 

Includes  all  individuals  who,  during  the  reference  week  were 

(a)  without  work  but  were  available  for  work,  and  had  actively  searched 
for  work  in  the  past  four  weeks; 

(b)  on  layoff  and  were  available  for  work,  and  had  not  actively  searched 
for  work  in  the  past  four  weeks;  and 

(c)  available  for  work,  and  had  a new  job  to  start  in  four  weeks  or  less, 
and  had  not  actively  searched  for  work  in  the  past  four  weeks. 
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